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Academic Affairs Committee
Meeting Minutes
August 21, 2012
Opening:
The regular meeting of the Academic Affairs Committee was called to order at
12:42 pm on August 21
21, 2012 in the MLS Classroom CSS 167 by Claire Strom.
Strom
Present:
Claire Strom, Jana Mathews, Nancy Decker, Susan Walsh, Pedro Bernal, Maria Ruiz,
Jennifer Cavenaugh, Martina Vidovic, Wenxian Zhang
A.

It was decided that the official meeting time for AAC will be 12:30 to 1:30pm on
Tuesdays in CSS167 for this fall semester.

B.

Selection of subcommittees
1. New Course Proposals: Wenxian Zhang, Maria Ruiz (chair),, Nancy Decker

This committee will also handle new courses requesting designations for the old general
education system. Maria proposed that this committee initiate a discussion with department
chairs about the appropriate way to write these proposals so that new submissions
submis
and
submissions from new faculty are more streamlined with the information this committee
requires. Claire believed that the new gen ed system will probably have very clear
guidelines. Jenny reminded everyone that we still have 4 years of the old ssystem
ystem left. Nancy
stated that some classes may actually be on both systems.
2. Appeals: Susan Walsh, Martina Vidovic, Jana Mathews (alternate)
Students should not be on this committee because of confidentiality. This committee
addresses academic appeals
eals that are NOT grade appeals.
C.

Gen Ed Implementation Update

Claire Strom and Tiffany Griffin are additions to the committee since the committee was
proposed to the faculty in May. Don Davison will leave the committee, but Social Sciences
should still
ll have adequate representation through Claire Strom and Ashley Kistler. Others on
the committee include Mark Anderson, Robin Mateo, Jana Mathews, James Zimmerman,
Ryan Musgrave, Gabriel Barreneche, Jennifer Cavenaugh, Tonia Warnecke, Dorothy Mays,

Judy Schmalstig, and Gloria Cook. Claire will work on recruiting students from SGA to
serve on this committee as well.
The call for proposals has already gone out to the faculty, and the committee will consolidate
these proposals. The faculty and students will then vote on their top 10, and the all-college
faculty get the final vote. The timeline is rushed, and the final slate must go to the faculty by
the September faculty meeting. A list should be presented to AAC by September 18.
Once a neighborhood is selected, committees could work on which classes address which
competencies and appropriate assessment. Nancy and Maria thought this could involve input
from the current new course committee and the director of each neighborhood. The new
course committee will probably have to grow to accommodate the increased number of
proposals, perhaps by adding some members of the current Gen Ed implementation
committee since they have already been involved in discussions. It is unclear how many
classes will be new or will be existing courses seeking a gen ed designation. Jennifer thought
that there will be many new courses as people pull elements of their current courses to refit
them to a new course within a neighborhood. Claire thought that some disciplines, such as
the sciences and economics, will be particularly problematic since they are pyramid
disciplines that build on large foundations. For example the current 300-level chemistry
class would not be appropriate in the neighborhood as a 300-level course. Rather, the 300level designation would come from a certain skill set and high expectations than from an indepth understanding. Jennifer suggested that we will probably need two committees for
approval: one for the old system and one for the new. Claire stated that hopefully, the newly
appointed gen ed director will be able to make decisions about the population of this
committee and whether it should be members from AAC or other faculty.
D.

Next week's agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Minor in Middle East and North Africa Studies
Self-designed major—Justin Kagan
Discussion regarding concerns of OIP
General Education update
Program proposal for study abroad in Israel (9/4)
Program proposal for study abroad in Rome (9/4)
This program is under some debate, as the current faculty who teach at
Trinity University (Kimberly Dennis and Robert Vander Poppen) were not
consulted about this new proposal. Their concerns include moving the program
from Trinity to the American University where though it is cheaper and may offer
a wider variety of courses, there is also less academic rigor. Claire suggested that
the faculty must be consulted in order to ensure the success of any program, and
though the program is not approved, at least it is going through AAC, which was
not the case in the past. Nancy affirmed that the internalization committee should
report to the faculty. Claire thought we should establish a reporting hierarchy for
Giselda so that this type of miscommunication does not happen again.
7. Program proposal for study abroad in Munich (9/4?)
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Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 1:23 pm by Claire Strom. The next general meeting will be at
12:30 pm August 28, 2012 in the MLS Classroom CSS 167.

Minutes submitted by

Susan Walsh

Approved by

__________________
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